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WATCH 
Pastor Jim Dunn  

 

Mark 13:24-37 

The Coming of the Son of Man 

24 “But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will 

not give its light, 25 and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the 

heavens will be shaken. 26 And then they will see the Son of Man coming in clouds 

with great power and glory. 27 And then he will send out the angels and gather his 

elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 

The Lesson of the Fig Tree 

28 “From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts 

out its leaves, you know that summer is near. 29 So also, when you see these things 

taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. 30 Truly, I say to you, this 

generation will not pass away until all these things take place. 31 Heaven and earth 

will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 

No One Knows That Day or Hour 

32 “But concerning that day or that hour, no one knows, not even the angels in 

heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 33 Be on guard, keep awake.[a] For you do 

not know when the time will come. 34 It is like a man going on a journey, when he 

leaves home and puts his servants[b] in charge, each with his work, and commands 

the doorkeeper to stay awake. 35 Therefore stay awake—for you do not know when 

the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or when the rooster 

crows,[c] or in the morning— 36 lest he come suddenly and find you asleep. 37 And 

what I say to you I say to all: Stay awake.” 
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“He sees you when you’re sleeping, he knows when you’re awake, he knows if you’ve 

been bad or good…”  

 

This past week Americans weren’t sure whether those lyrics were about Santa Claus or 

Sen. Patrick Leahy. Leahy’s Senate Judiciary Committee had proposed an 

attachment to a bill that would have given 22 federal agencies the authority to 

search your emails without a warrant. It would have given the FBI and Homeland 

Security the authority to search your Internet accounts without notifying either you or a 

judge. Welcome to a culture of 24-hour surveillance.  

 

It was just a few years ago that 71% of Americans polled favored the increase of video 

surveillance. We can see the benefit of surveillance cameras at places like the Statue 

of Liberty, where their computer software can detect when somebody has 

abandoned a bag or a backpack. We can appreciate store surveillance that is able 

to cut down on the amount of merchandise lost to shoplifters and bank surveillance 

cameras that catch con artists and robbers. But surveillance has been extended 

beyond cameras. Our federal government may be reading your home emails. Big 

corporations already have software that allows them to watch their employees’ 

internet traffic at work. This software can detect when work time is being used to send 

personal emails. It even knows how to watch for emails in which the boss’s name is 

used, to determine whether an employee is bad-mouthing his boss. So, you better 

watch out, if you don’t like your boss. That kind of surveillance is able not only to watch 

but also knows what to watch for.  

 

Well then, when Jesus tells us to watch, what are we supposed to watch for?  

 

The first disciples asked that very question. What are we supposed to watch for? 

Actually, they asked two questions – for which they received two different answers 

because they were about two different events. Jesus had said of the Temple that the 

day would come when not one of its stones would be left upon another. (Mark 13:2) In 

response, the disciples asked the first question, “When is this going to happen?” (Mark 

13:4)  

 



 
3 

Here in verse 30 we read Jesus’ answer: “This generation will not pass away until all 

these things take place.” (Mark 13:30) True to His word, the Temple was destroyed not 

forty years later. For which Jesus had given specific signs for the Christians of that time 

to watch for: “You will be handed over to the local councils and flogged in the 

synagogues... You will stand before governors and kings as witnesses to them… When 

you see the abomination of desolation,” that is the desecration of the Temple by the 

Romans in AD 70, “then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains.” (Mark 13:9, 

14)  But then Jesus said there would be no sign. “No one knows about that day or 

hour…. You do not know when that time will come…” (Mark 13:32-33)  

 

Now He was answering their second question: “What will be the sign of the end of the 

age?” (Mark 13:4, Matthew 24:3) In other words, what are we supposed to watch for 

when it comes to the end? Jesus answered, “There will be no sign of the end.” He said, 

“As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. For in the 

days before the flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in 

marriage, up to the day Noah entered the Ark; and they knew nothing about what 

would happen until the flood came and took them all away.” (Matthew 24:37-39)  

 

Jesus is saying that’s how the very last days will be: Life as usual. Nothing expected to 

change. People will be oblivious. No sign. Jesus will just show up coming on the clouds 

with great power and glory.  

 

So, when He tells us, “Therefore keep watch,” what are we watching for? That is a 

legitimate concern. Because being that He hasn’t given us specific signs to watch for, 

we have a tendency to make some up. (Mark 13:7-8) And the signs of the end that we 

make up usually point away from ourselves and towards the sins of others, overlooking 

the very reason that He tells us to watch: We are badly broken, so we can be torn 

away from Christ by betraying Him, denying Him, abandoning Him, or through our own 

arrogance. 

 

All four of these sins are jam-packed into Jesus’ parable here about the master’s 

sudden, unannounced return home. In this brief parable, Jesus lists all four watches of 

the night in which the master’s servants are to remain on high alert. Did Jesus know 

beforehand that despite His repeated warnings to them to keep watch, His first 
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disciples, not His enemies, not a big, bad foreign government, not tax collectors and 

prostitutes, but His own disciples would fail to keep watch in four consecutive watches 

all in the same night? In the evening, at the Last Supper, Peter would make his 

arrogant and ill-fated boast. At midnight, eleven of them would sleep and one of 

them would betray Him. At cockcrow, Peter would deny Jesus three times. By dawn 

only one of them would them even be close, the rest would be gone. Four watches of 

the night. Four sins.  

 

Which shows it’s important to know why Jesus says, “Watch” – and even more 

important to hear that Jesus watches too! He watches over you. He watches over His 

flock by night – whether in the evening, at midnight, at cockcrow, or at dawn.  

At midnight, Jesus prayed that He would carry out God’s will on your behalf, and He 

exhorted His disciples to watch and pray. 

 

At cockcrow when Peter denied Him, Jesus looked at him, a call to repentance if ever 

there was one. 

 

At dawn, Jesus stood before His accusers silent. Ready to give His back to those who 

would beat Him, His hands to those who would nail them, His life for your salvation. 

 

The previous evening, when He washed the disciples’ feet and gave them His body 

and blood to eat and drink, He was cleansing them of all their sins, Judas included!  He 

is doing this as the One who watches over our souls – as the One who protects you 

day-by-day – your strength and faith increasing.  

 

As the hymn writer writes – “so that still, mind and will” can keep watch. Not watching 

for signs of the end. Jesus watches over you so that you can watch against the devil’s 

snares, lest asleep he find you. Jesus watches over you so that you can watch against 

the world, lest with bold deceptions hurled it betray and cheat you. Jesus watches 

over you so that you can watch against yourself, your pride and sin, lest with grace 

you trifle. (Rise My Soul to Watch and Pray, LSB 663) 
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For it is by grace that Jesus has made you His disciple, not on the basis of whether you 

have been bad or good. Jesus watches over you so that you keep watching for God’s 

grace, keep receiving God’s grace, keep receiving His forgiveness in bread and wine, 

body and blood, keep receiving His salvation, keep receiving peace with God in 

Christ Jesus which shall guard your heart and mind against the devil, the world, and 

your flesh until the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. (Philippians 4:7) 

 

AMEN 


